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Upcoming Deadlines 
Ostrich LFP 
March 31 Extended deadline to file to file Ostrich LFP 
notice of loss for 2022 

Barley, Canola, Honey, Oats, Wheat 
March 31 Deadline to request CY22 Commodity Loan for Barley, Canola, Honey, Oats, 
and Wheat 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzAzMjEuNzM3MzkxNjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2NvbnRlbnQuZ292ZGVsaXZlcnkuY29tL2FjY291bnRzL1VTREFGQVJNRVJTL2J1bGxldGlucy8zNGZkZjNiIn0.Io613Xbj7qJcAOCv_LZeiau-hfIKxPQU7weLcgov5f0/s/2907792651/br/156505596317-l


General CRP Signup 
April 7 Deadline for General CRP signup 

Emergency Relief Program (ERP) Phase Two and Pandemic 
Assistance Revenue Program (PARP)  
June 2 Deadline to apply for ERP2/PARP. 

More Information 
The above information is for general awareness. Program deadlines may change or vary 
by county. Be sure to verify program deadlines for your land or operation by contacting 
your local USDA Service Center. 

 
USDA Extends Deadline for Underserved 
Producers to Receive Additional Pandemic 
Assistance 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has issued 
nearly $290.5 million in top-up payments through the 
Coronavirus Food Assistance Program 2 (CFAP) to nearly 
172,000 underserved producers. USDA’s Farm Service 
Agency (FSA) will continue to issue payments to 
underserved producers who participated in CFAP 2 and are 
certified as underserved producers.  

Producers without form CCC-860, Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, Beginning 
and Veteran Farmer or Rancher Certification, on file can submit by March 31, 2023, to 
receive the top-up payment. This is an extension from the Feb. 10, 2023, 
deadline. Contact your local USDA Service Center for more information. 

The top-up payment is part of a broader effort by the Biden-Harris administration to better 
reach agricultural producers and industries impacted by COVID-19 market disruptions by 
providing a holistic, inclusive approach to pandemic assistance.   

  
 

Beginning Farmer and Rancher Team Update 
Each state has a dedicated Beginning Farmer and Rancher 
(BFR) team to help producers with less than 10 years’ 
experience learn about available programs and services. 
Aimee Buckley is the Michigan Coordinator.  She is the 
State Outreach and Communications Coordinator with the 
Farm Service Agency.  Aimee is the team lead and will 
answer questions from farmers and ranchers.  She can be 
reached at aimee.buckley@usda.gov or 517-449-1623.  

The other members of the team are Champions.  They help Aimee respond to questions, 
provide support to county offices and plan outreach events specifically for beginning 
farmers and ranchers. Your Michigan Champions are:  Madeleine Cantu with NRCS, 
Jenifer Taylor with Rural Development, and Jessica Heyen with RMA.  

For more beginning farmer and rancher resources, visit the website at 
www.farmers.gov/newfarmers.  
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USDA Supports Military Veteran’s Transition to 
Farming 
Are you a military veteran interested in farming? USDA 
offers resources to help you: 

• Fund Your Operation: USDA’s Farm Service 
Agency offers a variety of funding opportunities to 
help agricultural producers finance their businesses. 
Certain funds are targeted for veterans and 
beginning farmers and ranchers. 

• Conserve Natural Resources: USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service 
offers conservation programs and expert one-on-one technical assistance to 
strengthen agricultural operations now and into the future. Veterans may be 
eligible for a cost share of up to 90 percent and advance payments of up to 50 
percent to cover certain conservation practices. 

• Manage Risks: USDA is here to help you prepare for and recover from the 
unexpected. Veterans who are beginning farmers may be eligible for reduced 
premiums, application fee waivers, increased insurance coverage, and other 
incentives for multiple USDA programs that support risk management. 

USDA wants to ensure that veterans transitioning to agriculture have the resources 
needed to succeed. To conduct business, please contact your local USDA Service Center. 
If you’re a new farmer, you can also reach out to your state Beginning Farmer and 
Rancher Coordinator. 

 
USDA Announces General Conservation Reserve 
Program Signups for 2023 
Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced that 
agricultural producers and private landowners can begin 
applying for the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) 
General signup starting February 27 through April 7, 
2023. CRP is a cornerstone voluntary conservation program 
offered by the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) and a 
key tool in the Biden-Harris administration’s effort to 
address climate change and help agricultural communities 
invest in the long-term well-being of their land and natural resources.    

Producers and landowners enrolled more than 5 million acres into CRP through signups in 
2022, building on the acceptance of more than 3.1 million acres in the largest Grassland 
CRP signup in history. There are currently 23 million acres enrolled in CRP, with 1.9 
million set to expire this year. USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) is aiming to reach the 
27-million-acre cap statutorily set for fiscal year 2023.   

General CRP  

General CRP helps producers and landowners establish long-term, resource-conserving 
plant species, such as approved grasses or trees, to control soil erosion, improve water 
quality and enhance wildlife habitat on cropland. Additionally, General CRP includes a 
Climate-Smart Practice Incentive to help increase carbon sequestration and reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions by helping producers and landowners establish trees and 
permanent grasses, enhance wildlife habitat, and restore wetlands.   
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Continuous CRP  

Under Continuous CRP, producers and landowners can enroll in CRP throughout the 
year. Offers are automatically accepted provided the producer and land meet the eligibility 
requirements and the enrollment levels do not exceed the statutory cap. The Climate-
Smart Practice Incentive is also available in the Continuous signup.   

FSA offers several additional enrollment opportunities within Continuous CRP, including 
the Clean Lakes Estuaries and Rivers Initiative (CLEAR30), the State Acres for Wildlife 
Enhancement (SAFE) Initiative, the Farmable Wetlands Program (FWP), and the 
Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP). The CLEAR30 Initiative, which 
was originally piloted in twelve states in the Great Lakes and Chesapeake Bay watershed, 
has been expanded nationwide, allowing producers and landowners to enroll in 30-year 
CRP contracts for water quality practices. Under this administration, FSA also moved 
SAFE practices back to the Continuous CRP signup, giving producers and landowners 
more opportunities to participate in the initiative. Through the FWP, producers and 
landowners can enroll land in CRP as part of their efforts to restore previously farmed 
wetlands and wetland buffers, to improve both vegetation and water flow.   

This administration has also made significant improvements to CREP, which leverages 
federal and non-federal funds to target specific State, regional or nationally significant 
conservation concerns. Specifically, USDA made significant improvements to CREP to 
reduce barriers and make the program more accessible to a broad range of producers and 
new types of partners. 

These updates included flexibility for partners to provide matching funds in the form of 
cash, in-kind contributions, or technical assistance, along with an investment in additional 
staff to work directly with partners. Through CREP, for the first time ever, three Tribal 
Nations are now partnering with USDA to help conserve, maintain, and improve grassland 
productivity, reduce soil erosion, and enhance wildlife habitat.   

Grassland CRP  

FSA will announce the dates for Grassland CRP signup in the coming weeks. Grassland 
CRP is a working lands program, helping landowners and operators protect grassland, 
including rangeland and pastureland and certain other lands, while maintaining the areas 
as working grazing lands. 

Protecting grasslands contributes positively to the economy of many regions, provides 
biodiversity of plant and animal populations, and provides important carbon sequestration 
benefits to deliver lasting climate outcomes.    

How to Sign Up  

Landowners and producers interested in CRP should contact their local USDA Service 
Center to learn more or to apply for the program before their deadlines.   

Producers with expiring CRP acres can use the Transition Incentives Program (TIP), 
which incentivizes producers who sell or enter a long-term lease with a beginning, 
veteran, or socially disadvantaged farmer or rancher who plans to sustainably farm or 
ranch the land.  

More Information  

Signed into law in 1985, CRP is one of the largest voluntary private-lands conservation 
programs in the United States. It was originally intended to primarily control soil erosion 
and potentially stabilize commodity prices by taking marginal lands out of production. The 
program has evolved over the years, providing many conservation and economic 
benefits.    

 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDksInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzAzMjEuNzM3MzkxNjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mYXJtZXJzLmdvdi93b3JraW5nLXdpdGgtdXMvc2VydmljZS1jZW50ZXItbG9jYXRvcj91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.E8qnBBoRC2pgO_l2UTQiTAiQqMY_p7y0BzZ05eWfGjw/s/2907792651/br/156505596317-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDksInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzAzMjEuNzM3MzkxNjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mYXJtZXJzLmdvdi93b3JraW5nLXdpdGgtdXMvc2VydmljZS1jZW50ZXItbG9jYXRvcj91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.E8qnBBoRC2pgO_l2UTQiTAiQqMY_p7y0BzZ05eWfGjw/s/2907792651/br/156505596317-l


Ask the Expert: A Q&A on Farm Storage Facility 
Loans 
In this Ask the Expert, Toni Williams 
answers questions about how Farm 
Storage Facility Loans (FSFLs) provide 
low-interest financing to help producers 
build or upgrade commodity storage facilities. Toni is the 
Agricultural Program Manager for FSFLs at the Farm Service 
Agency (FSA). 
Toni has worked for FSA for more than 32 years and is responsible for providing national 
policy and guidance for Farm Storage Facility Loans. 

What are Farm Storage Facility Loans? 
Farm Storage Facility Loans provide low-interest financing for eligible producers to build or 
upgrade facilities to store commodities. 

The FSFL program was created in May 2000 to address an existing grain shortage. 
Historically, FSFLs benefitted grain farmers, but a change in the 2008 Farm Bill extended 
the program to fruit and vegetable producers for cold storage. An additional change 
extended the program to washing and packing sheds, where fresh produce is washed, 
sorted, graded, labeled, boxed up, and stored before it heads to market. Since May 2000, 
FSA has made more than 40,000 loans for on-farm storage. 

Eligible facility types include grain bins, hay barns, bulk tanks, and facilities for cold 
storage. Drying and handling and storage equipment including storage and handling 
trucks are also eligible. Eligible facilities and equipment may be new or used, permanently 
affixed or portable. 

To read the full blog visit farmers.gov/blog/ask-the-expert-qa-on-farm-storage-facility-
loans-with-toni-williams. 

 
Environmental Review Required Before Project 
Implementation  
The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requires 
Federal agencies to consider all potential environmental 
impacts for federally funded projects before the project is 
approved. 

For all Farm Service Agency (FSA) programs, an 
environmental review must be completed before actions are 
approved, such as site preparation or ground disturbance. 
These programs include, but are not limited to, the Emergency Conservation Program 
(ECP), Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program and farm loans. If project 
implementation begins before FSA has completed an environmental review, the request 
will be denied. Although there are exceptions regarding the Stafford Act and emergencies, 
it’s important to wait until you receive written approval of your project proposal before 
starting any actions. 

Applications cannot be approved until FSA has copies of all permits and plans. Contact 
your  local USDA Service Center early in your planning process to determine what level of 
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environmental review is required for your program application so that it can be completed 
timely. 

 
Before You Break Out New Ground, Ensure Your 
Farm Meets Conservation Compliance  
The term “sodbusting” is used to identify the conversion of 
land from native vegetation to commodity crop production 
after December 23, 1985.  As part of the conservation 
provisions of the Food Security Act of 1985, if you’re 
proposing to produce agricultural commodities (crops that 
require annual tillage including one pass planting operations 
and sugar cane) on land that has been determined highly 
erodible and that has no crop history prior to December 23, 
1985, that land must be farmed in accordance with a conservation plan or system that 
ensures no substantial increase in soil erosion. 

Eligibility for many USDA programs requires compliance with a conservation plan or 
system on highly erodible land (HEL) used for the production of agricultural commodities. 
This includes Farm Service Agency (FSA) loan, disaster assistance, safety net, price 
support, and conservation programs; Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) 
conservation programs; and Risk Management Agency (RMA) Federal crop insurance. 

Before you clear or prepare areas not presently under production for crops that require 
annual tillage, you are required to file Form AD-1026 “Highly Erodible Land Conservation 
and Wetland Conservation Certification,” with FSA indicating the area to be brought into 
production. The notification will be referred to NRCS to determine if the field is considered 
highly erodible land. If the field is considered HEL, you are required to implement a 
conservation plan or system that limits the erosion to the tolerable soil loss (T) for the 
predominant HEL soil on those fields. 

In addition, prior to removing trees or conducting any other land manipulations that may 
affect wetlands, remember to update form AD-1026, to ensure you remain in compliance 
with the wetland conservation provisions. 

Prior to purchasing or renting new cropland acres, it is recommended that you check with 
your local USDA Service Center to ensure your activities will be in compliance with the 
highly erodible land and wetland conservation provisions. 

For additional information on highly erodible land conservation and wetland conservation 
compliance, contact your local USDA Service Center. 

  
 

FSA Offers Drought Assistance for Livestock 
Producers Through Emergency Assistance for 
Livestock, Honey Bees and Farm-raised Fish 
Program (ELAP) 
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If you’ve suffered above normal expenses for hauling feed 
or water to livestock or hauling livestock to forage/grazing 
acres due to the impacts of drought, you may be eligible for 
financial assistance through the Emergency Assistance for 
Livestock, Honey Bees, and Farm-Raised Fish Program 
(ELAP). 

For eligible producers in qualifying counties, ELAP provides 
financial assistance for: 

• the transportation of water to livestock; 
• the above normal cost of mileage for transporting feed to livestock, 
• the above normal cost of transporting livestock to forage/grazing acres.* 

*Hauling livestock one-way, one haul per animal reimbursement and no payment for 
“empty miles.” 

Eligible livestock include cattle, buffalo, goats and sheep, among others, that are 
maintained for commercial use and located in a county where the qualifying drought 
conditions occur. A county must have had D2 severe drought intensity on the U.S. 
Drought Monitor for eight consecutive weeks during the normal grazing period, or D3 or 
D4 drought intensity at any time during the normal grazing period. Producers must have 
risk in both eligible livestock and eligible grazing land in an eligible county to qualify for 
ELAP assistance. 

WATER TRANSPORTATION 

For ELAP water transportation assistance, a producer must be transporting water to 
eligible livestock on eligible grazing land where the producer had adequate livestock 
watering systems or facilities in place before the drought occurred and where they do not 
normally require the transportation of water. Payments are for costs associated with 
personal labor, equipment, hired labor, equipment, and/or contracted water transportation 
fees. Cost of the water itself is not covered. The ELAP payment formula uses a national 
average price per gallon. 

ABOVE NORMAL COSTS OF TRANSPORTING FEED  

ELAP provides financial assistance to livestock producers who incur above normal 
expenses for transporting feed to livestock during drought. The payment formula excludes 
the first 25 miles and any mileage over 1,000 miles. The reimbursement rate is 60% of the 
costs above what would normally have been incurred during the same time period in a 
normal (non-drought) year. ABOVE NORMAL COSTS OF TRANSPORTING 
LIVESTOCK TO FORAGE/GRAZING ACRES 

ELAP provides financial assistance to livestock producers who are hauling livestock to a 
new location for feed resources due to insufficient feed and/or grazing in drought-impacted 
areas. Assistance for Livestock transportation is retroactive to 2021 and available for 2022 
and subsequent years. Please contact your county FSA office for additional details. 

For calendar year 2022 forward, producers must submit a notice of loss to your local FSA 
office within 30 calendar days of when the loss is apparent; producers should contact 
their county FSA office as soon as the loss of water resources or feed resources are 
known. For ELAP eligibility, documentation of expenses is critical. Producers should 
maintain records and receipts associated with the costs of transporting water to eligible 
livestock, the costs of transporting feed to eligible livestock, and the costs of transporting 
eligible livestock to forage/grazing acres. 

ELAP also offers assistance to producers impacted by wildfire. Contact your county FSA 
office for more information on ELAP resources for wildfire losses. In addition, beekeepers 



also can benefit from ELAP provisions and should contact their county FSA office within 
15 calendar days of when a loss occurs or from when the loss is apparent. For more 
information regarding ELAP contact your  local USDA Service Center. and visit 
fsa.usda.gov/disaster. 

 
Rolling Out Revenue Based Disaster and 
Pandemic Assistance Programs  
 
Beginning January 23, 2023, agricultural producers can 
begin to apply for two new important programs for revenue 
losses, from 2020 and 2021 natural disasters or the COVID-
19 pandemic. Both programs equitably fill gaps in earlier 
assistance.  

First, you may be eligible for assistance through the Emergency Relief Program (ERP) 
Phase Two if you experienced revenue losses from eligible natural disasters in 2020 and 
2021. 

You may also be eligible for the Pandemic Assistance Revenue Program (PARP) if you 
experienced revenue losses in calendar year 2020. PARP is addressing gaps in previous 
pandemic assistance, which was targeted at price loss or lack of market access, rather 
than overall revenue losses.      

Applications for both new programs are due June 2, 2023, and you can apply for both 
programs during your same appointment with USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA).  

Historically, FSA programs have been designed to make direct payments to producers 
based on a single disaster event or for a single commodity loss. For many of you, this may 
be the first revenue-based program that you’ve applied for with FSA.  

Why revenue-based programs?    

ERP Phase Two and PARP take a much more holistic approach to disaster assistance, 
ensuring that producers not just make it through a single growing season but have the 
financial stability to invest in the long-term well-being of their operations and employees.  

In general, ERP Phase Two payments are based on the difference in allowable gross 
revenue between a benchmark year, representing a typical year of revenue for the 
producer and the disaster year – designed to target the remaining needs of producers 
impacted by qualifying natural disasters and avoid duplicative payments. ERP Phase Two 
revenue loss is based on tax years.     

For PARP, an agricultural producer must have been in the business of farming during at 
least part of the 2020 calendar year and had a decrease in revenue for the 2020 calendar 
year, as compared to a typical year. PARP revenue loss is based on calendar years.  

How to Apply  

In preparation for enrollment, producers should gather supporting documentation 
including:    

• Schedule F (Form 1040); and  
• Profit or Loss from Farming or similar tax documents for tax years 2018, 2019, 

2020, 2021 and 2022 for ERP and for calendar years 2018, 2019 and 2020 for 
PARP.    
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Producers should also have, or be prepared to have, the following forms on file for both 
ERP and PARP program participation:    

• Form AD-2047, Customer Data Worksheet (as applicable to the program 
participant);   

• Form CCC-902, Farm Operating Plan for an individual or legal entity;  
• Form CCC-901, Member Information for Legal Entities (if applicable); and   
• Form AD-1026 Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) and Wetland 

Conservation (WC) Certification.    
• Form CCC-860, Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, Beginning and 

Veteran Farmer or Rancher Certification, as certain existing permanent and ad-
hoc disaster programs provide increased benefits or reduced fees and premiums.  

Most producers, especially those who have previously participated in FSA programs, will 
likely have these required forms on file. However, those who are uncertain or want to 
confirm should contact FSA at their local USDA Service Center.    

Yes, FSA is stepping outside of the box.  

FSA is a big proponent of agricultural producers having a say in the design, 
implementation and delivery of the programs that directly impact their livelihoods. We also 
believe that some of the most creative and useful ideas for program and process 
improvements come from the FSA employees who administer this assistance through our 
network of more than 2,100 county offices. We want to thank producers across the 
country, along with the entire FSA workforce, for not just thinking outside of the box but 
also providing their input to make sure that we can improve and enhance our programs 
and our approach to assistance to better and more efficiently serve all producers who 
need our help.  

Please visit your local USDA Service Center for more information on ERP Phase Two, 
PARP and our full portfolio of conservation, prices support, safety-net, credit and disaster 
assistance programs.   

 
USDA Offers Greater Protection and Flexibility 
with RMA’s Transitional and Organic Grower 
Assistance 

If you have Federal crop insurance for crops in transition to organic or a 
certified organic grain or feed crop, you are eligible to receive premium 
assistance from the USDA for the 2023 reinsurance year. The 
Transitional and Organic Grower Assistance (TOGA) Program, offered 
by USDA’s Risk Management Agency (RMA), reduces a producer’s 
overall crop insurance premium bills, and helps them continue to use 
organic agricultural systems.  

RMA’s TOGA — a nationwide program — is part of USDA’s Organic Transition Initiative, a 
group of programs that build more and better markets for American growers and 
consumers and improve the resilience of the food supply chain. Through the Organic 
Transition Initiative, USDA will provide support in three main areas: mentoring and advice, 
direct farmer assistance, and organic market security.   

Premium benefits for TOGA include:  

• 10 percentage points of premium subsidy for all crops in transition, 
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• $5 per acre premium benefit for certified organic grain and feed crops, and 
• 10 percentage points of premium subsidy for all Whole-Farm Revenue Protection 

(WFRP) policies covering any number of crops in transition to organic or crops 
with the certified organic practice. Producers who have additional individual crop 
insurance policies will also receive the applicable premium assistance on those 
policies. 

Eligible organic grain and feed crops are: alfalfa seed, barley, buckwheat, canola, corn, 
cultivated wild rice, dry beans, dry peas, flax, forage production, forage seeding, fresh 
market sweet corn, grain sorghum, hybrid corn seed, hybrid popcorn seed, hybrid 
sorghum seed, hybrid sweet corn seed, millet, oats, crops insured under the Pasture, 
Rangeland, and Forage policy, peanuts, popcorn, rice, rye, safflower, sesame, silage 
sorghum, soybeans, sunflowers, sweet corn, triticale, and wheat.  

Producers can receive both RMA’s TOGA and premium assistance from other premium 
subsidy programs. To be eligible for RMA’s TOGA, producers must purchase an additional 
coverage policy. If a producer purchases an underlying policy and an additional 
endorsement, RMA’s TOGA premium subsidy only applies to the underlying policy. There 
is no enrollment paperwork to apply for TOGA. Producers will automatically receive the 
premium assistance on the billing statements for the 2023 reinsurance year, which covers 
applicable policies with sales closing dates from July 1, 2022, to June 30, 2023. For 
most eligible crops, the 2023 reinsurance year is also the 2023 crop year.  

Eligible producers who already have an insurance policy for the 2023 reinsurance year will 
still receive the TOGA premium subsidy. For example, for some potato, strawberry, and 
cabbage producers, the sales closing date for the 2023 reinsurance year has already 
passed. Since there is no enrollment paperwork, the premium assistance will still be 
automatically applied to eligible insurance policies.   

You can visit the TOGA webpage for more information, including frequently asked 
questions, and the TOGA fact sheet.  

While TOGA automatically provides premium assistance to producers who insure their 
crop during the 2023 reinsurance year, RMA encourages producers to contact a crop 
insurance agent to discuss all crop insurance opportunities. A list of crop insurance agents 
is available at all USDA Service Centers and online at the Agent Locator | RMA 
(usda.gov).  

Crop insurance is sold and delivered solely through private crop insurance agents. A list of 
crop insurance agents is available at all USDA Service Centers and online at the Agent 
Locator | RMA (usda.gov). Producers can learn more about crop insurance and the 
modern farm safety net at rma.usda.gov.  

 
USDA Develops Simplified Direct Loan 
Application to Improve Customer Service 
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has developed a simplified direct loan 
application to provide improved customer experience for producers applying for loans from 
the Farm Service Agency (FSA). The simplified direct loan application enables producers 
to complete a more streamlined application, reduced from 29 to 13 pages. Producers will 
also have the option to complete an electronic fillable form or prepare a traditional, paper 
application for submission to their local FSA farm loan office. The paper and electronic 
versions of the form will be available starting March 1, 2023.  

Approximately 26,000 producers submit a direct loan application to the FSA annually, but 
there is a high rate of incomplete or withdrawn applications, due in part to a challenging 
and lengthy paper-based application process. Coupled with the Loan Assistance Tool 
released in October 2022, the simplified application will provide all loan applicants access 
to information regarding the application process and assist them with gathering the correct 
documents before they begin the process. This new application will help farmers and 
ranchers submit complete loan applications and reduce the number of incomplete, 
rejected, or withdrawn applications.   

In October 2022, USDA launched the Loan Assistance Tool, an online step-by-step guide 
that provides materials to help an applicant prepare their farm loan application in one 
tool. Farmers can access the Loan Assistance Tool by visiting farmers.gov/farm-loan-
assistance-tool and clicking the ‘Get Started’ button. The tool is built to run on any modern 
browser like Chrome, Edge, Firefox, or the Safari browser. A version compatible with 
mobile devices is expected to be available by the summer. It does not work in Internet 
Explorer.    

The simplified direct loan application and Loan Assistance Tool are the first of multiple 
farm loan process improvements that will be available to USDA customers on farmers.gov 
in the future. Other improvements that are anticipated to launch in 2023 include:   

• An interactive online direct loan application that gives customers a paperless and 
electronic signature option, along with the ability to attach supporting documents 
such as tax returns.   

• An online direct loan repayment feature that relieves borrowers from the necessity 
of calling, mailing, or visiting a local Service Center to pay a loan installment.  

USDA provides access to credit to approximately 115,000 producers who cannot obtain 
sufficient commercial credit through direct and guaranteed farm loans. With the funds and 
direction Congress provided in Section 22006 of the Inflation Reduction Act, USDA took 
action in October 2022 to provide relief to qualifying distressed borrowers while working on 
making transformational changes to loan servicing so that borrowers are provided the 
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flexibility and opportunities needed to address the inherent risks and unpredictability 
associated with agricultural operations.   

Soon, all direct loan borrowers will receive a letter from USDA describing the 
circumstances under which additional payments will be made to distressed borrowers and 
how they can work with their FSA local office to discuss these options. Producers can 
explore all available options on all FSA loan options at fsa.usda.gov or by contacting 
their local USDA Service Center.  

 
Farmers.gov Feature Helps Producers Find Farm 
Loans that Fit Their Operation 
Farmers and ranchers can use the Farm Loan Discovery Tool on farmers.gov to find 
information on USDA farm loans that may best fit their operations. 

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers a variety of loan options to help farmers 
finance their operations. From buying land to financing the purchase of equipment, FSA 
loans can help. 

USDA conducted field research in eight states, gathering input from farmers and FSA farm 
loan staff to better understand their needs and challenges. 

How the Tool Works 

Farmers who are looking for financing options to operate a farm or buy land can answer a 
few simple questions about what they are looking to fund and how much money they need 
to borrow. After submitting their answers, farmers will receive information on farm loans 
that best fit their specific needs. The loan application and additional resources also will be 
provided. 

Farmers can download application quick guides that outline what to expect from preparing 
an application to receiving a loan decision. There are four guides that cover loans to 
individuals, entities, and youth, as well as information on microloans. The guides include 
general eligibility requirements and a list of required forms and documentation for each 
type of loan. These guides can help farmers prepare before their first USDA service center 
visit with a loan officer. 

Farmers can access the Farm Loan Discovery Tool by visiting farmers.gov/fund and 
clicking the “Start” button. Follow the prompts and answer five simple questions to receive 
loan information that is applicable to your agricultural operation. The tool is built to run on 
any modern browser like Chrome, Edge, Firefox, or the Safari browser, and is fully 
functional on mobile devices. It does not work in Internet Explorer. 

About Farmers.gov 

In 2018, USDA unveiled farmers.gov, a dynamic, mobile-friendly public website combined 
with an authenticated portal where farmers will be able to apply for programs, process 
transactions, and manage accounts. 

The Farm Loan Discovery Tool is one of many resources on farmers.gov to help connect 
farmers to information that can help their operations. Earlier this year, USDA launched the 
My Financial Information feature, which enables farmers to view their loan information, 
history, payments, and alerts by logging into the website. 
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USDA is building farmers.gov for farmers, by farmers. In addition to the interactive farm 
loan features, the site also offers a Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool. Farmers can visit 
farmers.gov/recover/disaster-assistance-tool#step-1 to find disaster assistance programs 
that can help their operation recover from natural disasters. 

For more information, contact your  local USDA Service Center or visit farmers.gov. 

 
March 2023 Lending Rates 
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) loans provide 
important access to capital to help agricultural producers 
start or expand their farming operation, purchase equipment 
and storage structures or meet cash flow needs.  

Operating, Ownership and Emergency 
Loans 
FSA offers farm ownership and operating loans with favorable interest rates and terms to 
help eligible agricultural producers, whether multi-generational, long-time, or new to the 
industry, obtain financing needed to start, expand or maintain a family agricultural 
operation. FSA also offers emergency loans to help producers recover from production 
and physical losses due to drought, flooding, other natural disasters or quarantine.  For 
many loan options, FSA sets aside funding for underserved producers, including veterans, 
beginning, women, American Indian or Alaskan Native, Asian, Black or African American, 
Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander, and Hispanic farmers and ranchers 

Interest rates for Operating and Ownership loans for March 2023 are as follows: 

• Farm Operating Loans (Direct): 4.750% 
• Farm Ownership Loans (Direct): 4.875% 
• Farm Ownership Loans (Direct, Joint Financing): 2.875% 
• Farm Ownership Loans (Down Payment): 1.500% 
• Emergency Loan (Amount of Actual Loss): 3.750 % 

FSA also offers guaranteed loans through commercial lenders at rates set by those 
lenders.  

To access an interactive online, step-by-step guide through the farm loan process, visit 
the Loan Assistance Tool on farmers.gov. 

Commodity and Storage Facility Loans 
Additionally, FSA provides low-interest financing to producers to build or upgrade on-farm 
storage facilities and purchase handling equipment and loans that provide interim 
financing to help producers meet cash flow needs without having to sell their commodities 
when market prices are low.  Funds for these loans are provided through the Commodity 
Credit Corporation (CCC) and are administered by FSA. 

• Commodity Loans (less than one year disbursed): 5.750% 
• Farm Storage Facility Loans:  

o Three-year loan terms: 4.000% 
o Five-year loan terms: 3.750% 
o Seven-year loan terms: 3.750% 
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o Ten-year loan terms: 3.625% 
o Twelve-year loan terms: 3.625% 

• Sugar Storage Facility Loans (15 years): 3.750% 

Simplified Direct Loan Application 
FSA developed a new, simplified direct loan application for producers seeking a direct 
farm loan. The new application, reduced from 29 to 13 pages, provides improved 
customer experience for producers applying for loans and enables them to complete a 
more streamlined application. Producers now also have the option to complete an 
electronic fillable form or a traditional, paper application for submission to their local FSA 
farm loan office. 

Pandemic and Disaster Support 
FSA broadened the use of the Disaster Set Aside (DSA), normally used in the wake of 
natural disasters, to allow farmers with USDA farm loans who are affected by COVID-19, 
and are determined eligible, to have their next payment set aside. Because of the 
pandemic’s continued impacts, producers can apply for a second DSA for COVID-19 or a 
second DSA for a natural disaster for producers with an initial DSA for COVID-19. The 
COVID-DSA is available for borrowers with installments due before Dec. 31, 2022, and 
whose installment is not more than 90 days past due when the DSA request is made. The 
set-aside payment’s due date is moved to the final maturity date of the loan or extended 
up to 12 months in the case of an annual operating loan. Any principal set-aside will 
continue to accrue interest until it is repaid. Use of the expanded DSA program can help to 
improve a borrower’s cashflow in the current production cycle. 

FSA also reminds rural communities, farmers and ranchers, families and small businesses 
affected by the year’s winter storms, drought, hurricanes and other natural disasters that 
USDA has programs that provide assistance. USDA staff in the regional, state and county 
offices are prepared to deliver a variety of program flexibilities and other assistance to 
agricultural producers and impacted communities. Many programs are available without 
an official disaster designation, including several risk management and disaster recovery 
options. 

Inflation Reduction Act Assistance for Distressed Producers 
On Aug. 16, 2022, President Biden signed the Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) into law. It is a 
historic, once-in-a-generation investment and opportunity for the agricultural communities 
that USDA serves. Section 22006 of the IRA provided $3.1 billion for USDA to provide 
relief for distressed borrowers with certain FSA direct and guaranteed loans and to 
expedite assistance for those whose agricultural operations are at financial risk. USDA 
has allocated up to $1.3 billion for initial steps to help these distressed borrowers. This 
includes both automatic and case-by-case assistance. For more information producers 
can contact their local USDA Service Center or visit farmers.gov/inflation-reduction-
investments/assistance. 

More Information 
Producers can explore available options on all FSA loan options at fsa.usda.gov or by 
contacting their local USDA Service Center. 

USDA touches the lives of all Americans each day in so many positive ways. In the Biden-
Harris administration, USDA is transforming America’s food system with a greater focus 
on more resilient local and regional food production, fairer markets for all producers, 
ensuring access to safe, healthy and nutritious food in all communities, building new 
markets and streams of income for farmers and producers using climate smart food and 
forestry practices, making historic investments in infrastructure and clean energy 
capabilities in rural America, and committing to equity across the Department by removing 
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systemic barriers and building a workforce more representative of America. To learn more, 
visit http://www.usda.gov. 

  
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. 
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